
 
 

Definitions of Family and Household Members: 
A family may consist of a single person; and/or person; and/or additional 

persons, who occupy the assisted unit 
 
 

 
Family  

 
A single person or a group of two or more 
persons with or without children who 
maintain an interdependent relationship and 
whose income and resources are available to 
meet the family’s needs.  

Head of Household  The head of household is the grant recipient. 
The head of household is responsible for 
ensuring that the family fulfills all of its 
responsibilities under the program.  

Spouse  Spouse means the partner of the head of 
household in a marriage or domestic 
partnership recognized within or outside of 
this jurisdiction. The term “spouse” does not 
apply to boyfriends, girlfriends, or significant 
others.  

Elderly Family  A family whose head, spouse, or sole member 
is at least 62 years of age. It may include two 
or more persons, each of whom is at least 62, 
living together; or one or more persons who 
are at least 62 living with one or more live-in 
aides.  

Disabled Family  A family whose head, spouse or sole member 
is a person with disabilities; two or more 
persons with disabilities; or one or more 
persons with disabilities with one or more 
live-in aides.  

Displaced Family  A family in which each member or the sole 
member is a person displaced by 
governmental action, or whose dwelling has 
been extensively damaged or destroyed as a 
result of a disaster, declared or otherwise 
formally recognized by federal disaster relief 
laws.  


